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The suffering and destruction in the wider Middle East in recent years, from North Africa 

to Pakistan, raise many issues about American policy and action in that region.  The three 

ecumenical statements below address only one of many situations: the needless war 

between Gaza militants and Israel and the massive death and blanketed destruction in 

Gaza. The statements below are shared as information.  (Urbane Peachey, for The LIPW 

Board)  

Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and Association of International Development 

Agencies (AIDA), July 2014

“The violence must stop once and for all. Palestinians and Israelis deserve security and a 

just, durable peace. 

All parties must work to address the root causes to reach a ceasefire that lasts. The 

blockade on Gaza must be lifted. We cannot return to the status quo. The crossings to 

Gaza must be open, in accordance with international humanitarian law, so that aid and 

recovery efforts can start and so that people in Gaza can realize their rights and live a 

dignified life.

This campaign is organized by INGOs (International Non-Governmental Organizations), 

who are also members of the Association of International Development Agencies (AIDA) 

and other regional coordination networks, organizations of faith, and UN agencies. 

Among us are humanitarian, development, and rights-based agencies. We share a simple 

message: the violence must stop, international humanitarian law must be respected, 

civilians on both sides must be protected, and the urgent needs of Palestinians in Gaza 

must be addressed.”

***********

A Letter to President Obama, July 31, 2014



President Barack Obama, The White House Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

As U.S. churches and Christian organizations, we join others worldwide who are calling 
for an immediate end to the violence--as well as its underlying causes--in Palestine and 
Israel. As the situation continues to deteriorate, and horrendous death and destruction 
mount in Gaza, we are called by conscience to say, “Enough.”

Sadly, the scenes that we are witnessing are all too familiar. Over the last decade, Israel 
has repeatedly carried out similar military operations in Gaza. In each instance, over a 
period of days or weeks, Israel bombed and invaded Gaza and Palestinian militant groups 
stepped up their practice of firing rockets into Israel. Each of these operations ended with 
a cease-fire that temporarily decreased military action, but did not end the conflict nor lift 
the oppressive Israeli blockade institutionalized in Gaza since 2007.

It is our view that these cease-fires failed to last because they did not address deeper 
injustices. After each new cease-fire, Palestinians in Gaza remained subject to the legal, 
structural, and physical violence inherent in Israel’s occupation and siege on Gaza, which 
constitutes collective punishment. This includes crushing restrictions and limitations 
placed on Palestinian movement, access to water and electricity, economic development, 
and other freedoms in both the West Bank and Gaza.

The Obama administration and Congress have rightly condemned the indiscriminate 
rockets from Hamas and other Palestinian militant groups into Israel. It is time for the 
U.S. to condemn the Israeli bombardment of civilian centers and the blockade just as 
strongly. This latest escalation cannot be divorced from the broader context of the Gaza 
siege and occupation.

To achieve a lasting peace, the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land, including the siege 
of Gaza, must end. The U.S. must, therefore, make ending the occupation and lifting the 
Gaza siege priorities for our foreign policy in the region.

Violence and military force will never bring peace for Israelis and Palestinians. Military 
aid to Israel amounting to more than $3 billion per year creates a heavy moral obligation 
for the U.S. to ensure that this aid is not used in violation of U.S. law and fundamental 
human rights. A key step in this direction would be for the United States to investigate the 
use of U.S.-supplied weapons and military equipment during this conflict and to ensure 
full accountability under existing U.S. law if human rights abuses have been committed 
using this equipment.

The conflict between Palestinians and Israelis will only be resolved when Israel’s 
occupation of the Palestinian territories is ended, and the inherent equality, worth, and 
dignity of all Palestinians and Israelis is realized.



We urge you to take action to both stop the current violence and use U.S. influence and 
diplomatic weight to push for a just peace that will benefit all of the people of the region.

We are grateful for the attention you have given to the search for lasting peace in the 
Middle East, and we offer you our prayers.

Sincerely,

American Friends Service Committee

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Brethren

Conference of Major Superiors of Men

Friends Committee on National Legislation

Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of 
Christ Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

Mennonite Central Committee U.S.

Office of Social Justice of the Christian Reformed Church

Pax Christi International

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas’ Extended Justice Team

United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministries

United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society

cc: Members of the U.S. House Members of the U.S. Senate

Church World Service Issues Statement on Israel-Palestine Conflict, July 23, 2014

As a faith-based agency working around the world to eliminate hunger and poverty and 
promote peace and justice, Church World Service expresses profound sorrow at the 
military operations taking place in the Israel – Palestine conflict.  We condemn both 
Hamas militants’ practice of firing rockets into Israel, and Israel’s bombardment of 
homes, hospitals and other civilian centers in Gaza. Military activity in Gaza has resulted 



in hundreds of deaths, including those of many women and children, caused grieving 
families, destroyed vital community services, and threatens the dignity and hope for all 
people in the region.

We join others who are calling for the United States and the international community to 
use its influence to bring about an immediate end to the violence and to address its 
underlying causes.

This ongoing conflict will only be resolved when the blockade on Gaza imposed by Israel 
and Egypt is ended. This blockade includes severe restrictions on the movement of goods 
and persons in and out of Gaza and restrictions on farming and fishing, resulting in high 
levels of food insecurity and an over 40 percent unemployment rate.  The occupation by 
Israel of Palestinian lands profoundly undermines Israel’s own security in addition to 
devastating Palestinian lives and hopes.

The U.S. should lead in seeking a negotiated agreement that would end the blockade and 
all rocket fire, and contribute to a two-state solution in which a viable Palestinian state 
and a secure Israel live side-by-side, having Jerusalem as their shared capital.

CWS is the U.S. Coordinator for the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program for Palestine 
and Israel, and is a member of the ACT Alliance, which will be providing humanitarian 
assistance to persons and communities in Gaza devastated by the fighting and bombing.


